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COMMENT
What a difference between this letter and the one addressed to
Mr. Morley! If Lord Elgin had been afraid of the Indian community,
he would have advanced much stronger arguments in its favour. For
example, if it is true that the Imperial Government had protested against
President Kruger's law of 1896, it protested even more vigorously about
the status of the Indian community [under that regime]. How, then,
can the Government now enact laws which it could not do in President
Kruger's time? The reply to this has been given above. Since the
Indian community is without any influence, why should Lord Elgin
care for it?
MORLEY'S REPLY1
Mr. Morley regrets that he does not agree with the view that
the Act in question is similar to the legislation in other Colonies.
He does not object to education tests which obtain in other Colo-
nies. But section 2(4) introduces a principle to which no parallel
can be found in previous legislation. This clause perpetuates an
arrangement introduced in very special circumstances and will
debar from entry into the Transvaal even such Indians as have
received education in Europe, Furthermore, British Indians who
had before 1902 acquired domicile in the Transvaal may also be
debarred. But they2 recognize that the Imperial Government must
decide the question by considerations other than the interests of
British Indian subjects. If the Asiatic Registration Act of 1907 pre-
serves the rights possessed by Indians under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance, 1903, they do not desire to offer criticism on the details
of the Immigrants' Restriction Bill. In view of the earlier
history of the question, Mr. Morley considers it necessary to ac-
cept the sub-sections of sections 2 and 6. Since the Asiatic
Registration Act has received [Royal] sanction, the Transvaal
Government must be granted the additional powers it requires to
enforce that Act. But the effect of section 43 will be'to exclude
perpetually all British Indian subjects, however high their social
status or educational attainments. The Act is therefore harsher
than similar laws in other Colonies. It is true that under the Act
of 1907 temporary permits may be granted. Mr. Morley presumes
that this power will be used to facilitate the entry of prominent
1 This is in reply to Lord Elgin's letter above.
2 The Government of India, whose views on the question are quoted in the letter
for Lord Elgin's information
3 This is an error for